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Local School Kicks off 80th Year in Style
HIGH PRAISE FROM OFSTED AS MANNING SCHOOL CELEBRATES ITS 80TH YEAR
Manning School for Girls has continued to flourish during its final year as it won exceptional comments from the Ofsted inspection carried out at the end of December. The school, which will be transformed into an academy in September, has exceeded expectations according to the most recent Ofsted report. 
The inspection, carried out as part of a monitoring process, deemed the school to be making “outstanding progress in making improvements throughout the school, and in demonstrating a better capacity for sustained improvement, with the two head teachers and the senior leadership team providing outstanding leadership in driving the school forward”.
“Teachers provide excellent written feedback to students on their current level of attainment.”

Staff at Manning were delighted to hear the results just before the Christmas break, having done a huge amount of work to achieve such glowing praise: “There is a tremendous sense of ownership and team work amongst the staff and it is clear that the school has succeeded in building a strong and sustainable culture of self improvement”. The report also highlighted the opportunities available to staff, noting in particular the link with Nottingham University, which enables staff to work towards degree-level qualifications for their work using creativity within education.
The Ofsted report also drew attention to the work done with EAL (English as an Additional Language) students. One fifth of Manning students arrive at the school with only a basic grasp of English. The school works hard to cater for all abilities and to push the students to reach their full potential. The report notes that “most students make at least good progress with a minority making outstanding progress”.

“We have worked hard to make significant progress within our school,” said Lesley Lyon and Jo Horsey, joint Head Teachers at Manning. “The staff and students alike continue to work exceptionally hard to make us proud of our school. The report draws attention to the sustained improvement in student progress over the past two years, leading to good achievement in the school.”
Manning School is currently both a National School of Creativity and a Specialist Performing Arts School, the latter underpinning a whole school approach to creative learning which, according to the report, has a “demonstrable impact on making learning active and fun”. 

The report from Ofsted not only comments on the massive progress made, but also highlights many of the unique initiatives and strengths that sustained Manning through threats of closure in 2005. The proposal for academy status marks a triumphant conclusion to the Manning story. 
Manning School for Girls is looking forward to much more celebration and joy in 2011 as it celebrates its 80th anniversary. There are plans to mark the occasion, and it is with happiness that Manning enters its final year, looking forward to a fresh start as an academy in September.     
Notes to editors:
Manning School for Girls is run by two joint Head Teachers. Manning is a multi-cultural all girls 11-16 school in a residential area to the west of the city of Nottingham. The school is unique in the area, in that it is the only state maintained girls' school
The Greenwood Dale Foundation Trust (with Barry Day as Chief Executive) will be sponsoring the new academy.
The consultation regarding the proposed girls’ academy was completed in November 2010. It is proposed that the academy will remain all-girls and will cater for 900 pupils, with a sixth form facility. It was recently confirmed that the new academy will receive £9.2million toward buildings for the new establishment.
For press information about Manning School’s Ofsted inspection and the transition into an academy, please contact Hazel Thornton on 0115 929 9401 or thornton.h@manningschool.nottingham.sch.uk
For further information about Manning School, please visit www.manningschool.co.uk 






